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received. The central server transmits the count of the most frequently matched signature 
(^jfffc element to the electronic mail server that transmitted the just received message signature. If the 

1 count meets a predetermined threshold, the electronic mail server marks the electronic mail 
messag e as bulk electronic mail. 



In the claims: 

Please amend claims 1, 3, 5, 10, 19, 26, 28, 29, 32, and 33 as follows. 




1 1. (Amended) A method of managing electronic mail, the method comprising the steps of: 
automatically generating a set of criteria based on contents of a plurality of electronic 
mail messages received over a network; 

\ 

wherein the step of automatically generating a set of criteria includes, in response to 

determining that a threshold number of said plurality of electronic mail messages 
have a particular content, generating criteria that classifies electronic mail 

7 messages that have said particular content as a first type of electronic mail; 

8 receiving an electronic mail message over said network; 

9 determining whether said electronic mail message satisfies said set of criteria; 

10 if said electronic mail message satisfies said set of criteria, then processing said electronic 

1 1 mail message as said first type of electronic mail; and 

12 if said electronic mail message does not satilfy said set of criteria, then processing said 

13 electronic mail message as a second type of electronic mail; 

14 wherein said first type of electronic mail is processed differently than said second type of 
JL5. elfectcQnicjnail 1 - _ 



1 3. (Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein determining that a threshold number 

JtT \ 

of said plurality of electronic mail messages have a particular content includes 
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3^C0^f/^etermining that at leastV portion of each of said plurality of electronic mail messages 
4^ft ^ h ave particular content. ' 

1 5. (Amended) The method of ^laim 1 wherein the step of generating a set of criteria based 

2 on contents of a plurality of electronic mail messages received over said network includes 

3 ^ e ste P s \ 

4 generating message signatures for each electronic mail message of said plurality of 

5 electronic mail messages, wherein each message signature includes one or more 
^j^^V. signature elements; and \ 

^ / counting how many of said one orWiore signature elements match signature elements 

8 I from other messagesignatures. 

1 10. (Amended) A method of managing electronic mail, the method comprising the steps of: 

2 a central server receiving from an electronic mail server a message signature generated 

3 / from an electronic mail message; 

4 Jj,(^> an electronic mail server determining whether said message signature satisfies a set of 

5 criteria based on message signatures previously received by said central server 

6 from a set of electronic mail servers; 

7 wherein said set of criteria classifies said electronic mail message and a threshold number 

8 of electronic mail messages as having\a particular content; 

9 if said received data satisfies a set of criteria, then said electronic mail server processing 
UQ said electrQnic_mailjnessage_as_a_b ulk.electronic mail messag e. 

1 19. (Amended) A method of managing electronic mail, the method comprising the steps of: 

2 receiving an electronic mail message over a network; 

generating a message signature for said electronic rmiil message by applying contents of 
. 4 said electronic mail message to a function thatWoduces said message signature; 



3 
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determining whether saidn^essage signature satisfies a set of criteria that indicates said 
electronic mail message and a threshold number of electronic mail messages have 
a particular content; 

if said message signature satisfies said set of criteria, then processing said electronic mail 

message as a first type oAelectronic mail; and 
if said message signature does not\satisfy said set of criteria, then processing said 
electronic mail messa g e as a second t y pe of electronic mail. 




(Amended) A computer-readable medium carrying one or more sequences of one or 
more instructions for managing electronic mail, wherein the execution of the one or more 

L sequences of the one or more instructions causes the one or more processors to perform 

4, the steps of: 

/5\ V automatically generating a set of criteria based on contents of a plurality of electronic 

6 mail messages received over a network; 

7 wherein the step of automatically generating a\set of criteria includes, in response to 

8 determining that a threshold number of said plurality of electronic mail messages 

9 have a particular content, generating criteria that classifies electronic mail 

10 messages that have said particular content as a first type of electronic mail; 

1 1 receiving an electronic mail message over said network; 

12 determining whether said electronic mail message satisfies said set of criteria; 

13 if said electronic mail message satisfies said set of criteria, then processing said electronic 

14 mail message as said first type of electronic mail^and 

15 if said electronic mail message does not satisfy said set oftcriteria, then processing said 

16 electronic mail message as a second type of electronic mail; 

17 wherein said first type of electronic mail is processed differently than said second type of 

18 electronic mail. 
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28. (Amended) The computer-readable medium of Claim 26 wherein determining that a 

threshold number of said pluraKty of electronic mail messages have a particular content 
includes determining that at leas\ a portion of each of said plurality of electronic mail 
messages have said particular content. 



1 29. 
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''(Amended) A computer-readable medium carrying one or more sequences of one or 
more instructions for managing electronic mail, wherein the execution of the one or more 
sequences of the one or more instructions causes the one or more processors to perform 
the steps of: 

a central server receiving from an electronic mail server a message signature generated 

from an electronic mail message; 
an electronic mail server determining whether said message signature satisfies a set of 

criteria based on message signature! previously received by said central server 4 

from a set of electronic mail servers;*and 
wherein said set of criteria classifies said electronic mail message and a threshold number 

of electronic mail messages as having a particular content; 
if said received data satisfies a set of criteria, then said electronic mail server processing 
said electronic mail message as a bulk electronic mail message. 



the one or more processors to perform 



(Amended) A computer-readable medium carrying one or more sequences of one or more 
instructions for maniaging electronic mail, wherein the execution of the one or more 
sequences of the one or more instructions causes 
the steps of: 

receiving an electronic mail message over a netw~ 
generating a message signature for said electroniclmail message by applying contents of 
said electronic mail message to a function tjhat produces said message signature; 
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determining whether said message signature satisfies a set of criteria that indicates said 

electronic mail message and a threshold number of electronic mail messages have 

a particular content; ^ 
if said message signature satisfies said set of criteria, then processing said electronic mail 

message as a first type of^electronic mail; and 
if said message signature does not satisfy said set of criteria, then processing said 

electronic mail message as\a second type of electronic mail. 

(Amended) The computer-readableVnedium of Claim 32, wherein: 
the step of generating a message signature includes invoking a first set of routines that 

perform said function; and 
the computer-readable medium further includes sequences of instructions for performing 

the steps of: 

receiving code from a remote server, and 
updating said first setof routines bas ed on said code. 
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